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Remedies for melancholy.           [A.D.
in questions of property, you will be able to free yourself every difficulty.
' When I wrote last, I sent, I think, ten packets. Did yo ceive them all ?
' You must tell Mrs. Boswell that I suspected her to have wi without your knowledge ', and therefore did not return any an: lest a clandestine correspondence should have been pernici* discovered.    I will write to her soon.    * * * * * *. 'I am, dear Sir,
' Most affectionately yours,
' SAM. JOHNSO: ' Feb. 24,1776.'
Having communicated to Lord Hailes what Dr. Join wrote concerning the question which perplexed me so m his Lordship wrote to me: ' Your scruples have prodi more fruit than I ever expected from them; an exce dissertation on general principles of morals and law.'
I wrote to Dr. Johnson on the 2Oth of February, ( plaining of melancholy, and expressing a strong desir be with him ; informing him that the ten packets cam safe; that Lord Hailes was much obliged to him, and he had almost wholly removed his scruples against enta
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
' DEAR SIR,
' I have not had your letter half an hour; as you lay so r weight upon my notions, I should think it not just to dela; answer.
' I am very sorry that your melancholy should return, and sli be sorry likewise if it could have no relief but from company, counsel you may have when you are pleased to require it; b my company you cannot in the next month have much, for Thrale will take me to Italy, he says, on the first of April.
' Let me warn you very earnestly against scruples.    I am that you are reconciled to your settlement, and think it a j honour to have shaken Lord Hailes's opinion of entails.    Do however, hope wholly to reason away your troubles; do not
1 A letter to him on the interesting subject of the family settler which I had read.   BOSWELL.
tt Aug. ly. On his death -bed, he said:— 'Scruples made many men miserable, but few men good.' Croker's Bosivcll, p. 844.
